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Fluridone Chemical Fact Sheet

Formulations

Fluridone is an aquatic herbicide that was
initially registered with the EPA in 1986. The
active ingredient is 1-methyl-3-phenyl-5-3-
(trifluoromethyl)phenyl|-41H|-pyridinone. Both
liquid and slow-release granular formulations are
available. Fluridone is sold under the brand
names Avast!, Sonar, and Whitecap (product
names are provided solely for your reference
and should not be considered endorsements).

Aquatic Use and Considerations

Fluridone is an herbicide that stops the plant
from making a protective pigment that keeps
chlorophyll from breaking down in the sun.
Treated plants will turn white or pink at the
growing tips after a week and will die in one to
two months after treatment as it is unable to
make food for itself. It is only effective if plants
are growing at the time of treatment.

Fluridone is used at very low concentrations,
but a very long contact time is required (45-90
days). If the fluridone is removed before the
plants die, they will once again be able to
produce chlorophyll and grow.

Fluridone moves rapidly through water, so it
is usually applied as a whole-lake treatment to
an entire waterbody or basin. There are pellet
slow-release formulations that may be used as
spot treatments, but the efficacy of this is
undetermined. Fluridone has been applied to
rivers through a drip system to maintain the
concentration for the required contact time.

Plants vary in their susceptibility to fluridone,
so typically some species will not be affected
even though the entire waterbody is treated.

Plants have been shown to develop
resistance to repeated fluridone use, so it is
recommended to rotate herbicides with different
modes of action when using fluridone as a
control.

Fluridone is effective at treating the invasive
Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum).
It also is commonly used for control of invasive
hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) and water hyacinth
(Eichhornia crassipes), neither of which are
present in Wisconsin yet. Desirable native
species that are usually affected at
concentrations used to treat the invasives
include native milfoils, coontail (Ceratophyllum
demersum), naiads (Najas spp.), elodea (Elodea
canadensis) and duckweeds (Lemna spp.).
Lilies (Nymphaea spp. and Nuphar spp.) and
bladderworts (Utricularia spp.) also can be
affected.

Post-Treatment Water Use
Restrictions

There are no restrictions on swimming,
eating fish from treated water bodies, human
drinking water or pet/livestock drinking water.
Depending on the type of waterbody treated and
the type of plant being watered, irrigation
restrictions may apply for up to 30 days. Certain
plants, such as tomatoes and peppers and
newly seeded lawn, should not be watered with
treated water until the concentration is less than
5 parts per billion (ppb).

Herbicide Degradation, Persistence
and Trace Contaminants

The half-life of fluridone (the time it takes for
half of the active ingredient to degrade) ranges
from 4 to 97 days depending on water
conditions. After treatment, the fluridone
concentration in the water is reduced through
dilution due to water movement, uptake by
plants, adsorption to the sediments, and break
down from light and microbial action.

There are two major degradation products
from fluridone: n-methyl formamide (NMF) and
3-trifluoromethyl benzoic acid. NMF has not
been detected in studies of field conditions,
including those at the maximum label rate.
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Fluridone residues in sediments reach a
maximum in one to four weeks after treatment
and decline in four months to a year depending
on environmental conditions. Fluridone adsorbs
to clay and soils with high organic matter,
especially in pellet form, and can reduce the
concentration of fluridone in the water.
Adsorption to the sediments is reversible;
fluridone gradually dissipates back into the water
where it is subject to chemical breakdown.

Impacts on Fish and Other Aquatic
Organisms

Fluridone does not appear to have any
apparent short-term or long-term effects on fish
at application rates.

Fish exposed to water treated with fluridone
absorb fluridone into their tissues. Residues of
fluridone in fish decrease as the herbicide
disappears from the water. The EPA has
established a tolerance for fluridone residues in
fish of 0.5 parts per million (ppm).

Studies on Fluridone’s effects on aquatic
invertebrates (i.e. midge and water flea) have
shown increased mortality at label application
rates.

Studies on birds indicate that fluridone
would not pose an acute or chronic risk to birds.
No studies have been conducted on amphibians
or reptiles.

Human Health

The risk of acute exposure to fluridone
would be primarily to chemical applicators. The
acute toxicity risk from oral and inhalation routes
is minimal. Concentrated fluridone may cause
some eye or skin irritation. No personal
protective equipment is required on the label to
mix or apply fluridone.

Fluridone does not show evidence of
causing birth defects, reproductive toxicity, or
genetic mutations in mammals tested. It is not
considered to be carcinogenic nor does it impair
immune or endocrine function.

There is some evidence that the degradation
product NMF causes birth defects. However,
since NMF has only been detected in the lab
and not following actual fluridone treatments, the
manufacturer and EPA have indicated that
fluridone use should not result in NMF

concentrations that would adversely affect the
health of water users. In the re-registration
assessment that is currently underway for
fluridone, the EPA has requested additional
studies on both NMF and 3-trifluoromethyl
benzoic acid.

For Additional Information

Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Pesticide Programs
www.epa.gov/pesticides

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade,
and Consumer Protection
http://datcp.wi.gov/Plants/Pesticides/

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
608-266-2621
http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/plants/

Wisconsin Department of Health Services
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/

National Pesticide Information Center
1-800-858-7378
http://npic.orst.edu/
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Fluridone ecological risk assessment by the
Bureau of Land Management, Reno Nevada:
http://www.blm.gov/pgdata/etc/medialib/blm/wo/
Planning_and Renewable Resources/veis.Par.
91082.File.tmp/Fluridone%20Ecological%20Risk
%20Assessment.pdf
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